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" ﬁ Tho was the best movie coach
in the history of filmdom?

For a football fan, the nomina-
tion might be Pat O’Brien, who
beat John Wayne and William
Holden for the starring role in
“Knute Rockne All American™ and
inspired a good performance out of
Ronald Beagan in the bargain. For
a hockey buff, the prize might well
go to Paul Newman in “Slap
Shot,” coach and captain of the
unfortunate Chiefs, who unleashes
the Hanson Brothers on an unsus-
pecting world. For a bascball devo-
tee, surely the best is Trey Wilson
of “Bull Durham,” who has w
remind his charges that they have
pretty simple obligations: “You
throw the ball,
you catch the
ball, you hit
the ball.™

And then,
loosening, defi-
nitions, there's
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Williams takes
a generously
broad view of

what consti-
tutes a sport, which allows him to
admit “Rollerball” to the pan-
theon, and he has a keen cye for
story qualitics and production val-
ucs alike.

All of this makes his opin-
ionated but fact- and trivia-
jammed compendium of the op
100 sports films a list that couch
potatocs and weekend warriors
alike can reliably use to pick and
choose from the hundreds and
thousands more that sports of all

kinds have inspired.
The wacky Olympics spoot “ Mil-
lion Dollar Legs,” starring

W.C. Fields, carns the eleanup posi-
don in Williams® lineup. “Certainly
a little thin on plot, it really hangs
by a thread,” Williams allows, but
then so do most slapstick films; in
all cvents, 1t's more entertaning
than Leni Ricfenstahl’s swastika-
haunted “Olmpia,” which comes
in sixth. At the top of his count-
down list is “The Hustler,” that
noir classic of 1961, which brought
the world of the pool huster to
light and asks the fundamental
question, “What does it mean to be
a winner and a loser?”

In berween, Williams ranks films
that touch on sports and games of
all kinds. Rughby sees its champion
in “This Sporung Life™ (No. 3),
skateboarding in “Dogtown and
Z-Boys™ (No, 94), martial arts in
“Enter the Dragon” (No. 72), ski-
ing in “Downhill Racer” {No. 30),
bicycling in “Breaking Away"
(Mo. 8), surfing in “The Endless
Summer™ (Mo, 62).

The big sports are well repre-
sented with multple films apiece,
baseball above all, for few baseball
films have been outright stinkers.
Football has the weepy “Bnan’s
Song” (No. 14) and the caustic
“MNorth Dallas Forty™ (No. 12),
among others, while auto racing,
golf, basketball, boxing, horse rac-
ing, running and cven soccer carn
several entnes,

“Sports Cinema™ rewards scc-
ond-guessing and playing stump-
the-author, for it prizes competi-
tion, after all. Where is “Ben-Hur™
and its champion charioteering?
Where is Jeftrey Lebowski? Why
“Rollerball™? But it’s a tough
game. Williams is hard 1o bear; if
it's played with a ball or a bat, or
involves a track or arena, or can be
ber on, then the odds are that he's
seen the film and considered it.

‘There’s no scienee here, and not
even much methed. This is simply
the ultimate sports fan’s assessment
of the films he likes best, and broad
as it is, there’s plenty of room for
argument and for substituting
players. Those who share Williams'
love of the game and the screen will
find his book a great pleasure.
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